THE   SPANISH  WAR
that the control of the Madrid Government had been
restored throughout Spain.
f The taking of the heights of Monte Calvo, Vizcargui,
Sollube and Jatta was a slow process General Mola, one
of the ablest strategists, was determined that in these hills
he would not give a single chance to the enemy to gain
any local advantage by surprise, and so each further step
forward was only taken after previous gains had been
properly consolidated and miles of trenches had been dug
and barbed-wire belts put in position. The Nationalist
High Command was also still bringing up artillery and
material for the final onslaught on the "Iron Belt" and
repairing roads and railways behind the front.
I had two adventures during this period which were
somewhat out of the way.   Having gone to the outposts
in front of Amorebieta, from which dense columns of
smoke were rising, with a companion, I decided that it
would be interesting to enter the little town.   I had
questioned scores of its inhabitants who, with suit-cases
and bundles, were toiling in the rain up the hill paths,
abandoning their burning houses, and they had told me
that Amorebieta was entirely deserted and that only an
occasional Red patrol came down into the mam street.
The officer in command of the sector gave his permission,
and ordered three Requetes to come with us as guides and
escort in the unlikely event of our running up against any
Reds.   With my companion, M Georges Botto, I started
off down the slopes.   We kept close to hedgerows and took
advantage of every bit of cover we could find, as the hills
in front, just a thousand yards distant, were held by strong
forces of Reds    Half-way down we came across another
officer who, with a strong patrol, was searching all the
farm-houses for Reds  who might be in concealment.
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